Application No. 09/669,203 
Amendment dated September 22, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of June 3, 2005 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Previously Presented) A digital camera comprising: 
an image sensing unit for sensing a subject image; 

a resolution reducer for reducing image data of a frame sensed by said image 
sensing unit; 

a detector for detecting a degree of correlation between reduced image data of a 
plurality of frames from said resolution reducer before shooting; 

an exposure controller for, in a case where the degree of correlation is low as a 
result of the detection by said detector, controlling an exposure time of said image sensing 
unit so as to be shorter than an exposure time in a case where the degree of correlation is 
high; and 

a recorder for recording image data from said image sensing unit controlled by said 
exposure controller. 

2. (Currently Amended) A digital camera according to claim 1, further 
comprising a comparator for comparing a pixel level difference between the reduced 
image data of [[a]] the plurality of frames with a predetermined threshold value. 

3. (Original) A digital camera according to claim 2, wherein said detector 
detects the degree of correlation according to the number of the pixels for which the same 
comparison result is obtained. 

4. (Original) A digital camera according to claim 3, wherein said detector 
detects the degree of correlation according to the ratio between the number of the pixels 
and a predetermined number of pixels. 
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5. (Original) A digital camera according to claim 2, wherein said detector 
detects the degree of correlation according to the sum of the pixels for which the pixel 
level difference is not less than the predetermined threshold value. 

6. (Original) A digital camera according to claim 5, wherein said detector 
detects the degree of correlation according to the ratio between the sum of the pixels and a 
predetermined number of pixels. 

7. (Previously Presented) A digital camera according to claim 1, further 
comprising a display for displaying the image reduced by said resolution reducer before 
shooting. 

8. (Previously Presented) An exposure control method of a digital camera, 
comprising the steps of: 

sensing a subject image by an image sensing unit; 

reducing image data of a frame sensed by said image sensing unit; 

detecting a degree of correlation between reduced image data of a plurality of 
frames from said image sensing unit before shooting; 

in a case where the degree of correlation is low as a result of the detection, 
controlling an exposure time of said image sensing unit so as to be shorter than an 
exposure time in a case where the degree of correlation is high; and 

recording image data from said controlled image sensing unit. 

9. (Currently Amended) A digital camera comprising: 
an image sensing unit for sensing a subject image; 

a resolution reducer for reducing image data of a frame sensed by said image 
sensing unit: 

a detector for detecting a degree of correlation between reduced image data of a 
plurality of frames from said imag e sensing unit resolution reducer before shooting; 
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a memory for storing a first program and a second program to control an exposure 
time of said image sensing unit respectively, wherein the exposure time based on the 
second program is set to be shorter than the exposure time based on the first program; 

a selector for selecting the second program in the case where the degree of 
correlation is lower than a predetermined level; and 

a recorder for recording image data from said image sensing unit controlled based 
on the second program. 

10. (Original) A digital camera according to claim 9, wherein said selector 
selects the first program in the case where the brightness of the subject is lower than a 
predetermined value. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An exposure control method of a digital camera, 
comprising the steps of: 

sensing a subject image by an image sensing unit; 

reducing image data of a frame sensed by said image sensing unit: 

detecting a degree of correlation between reduced image data of a plurality of 
frames from said image sensing unit before shooting; 

storing a first program and a second program to control an exposure time of said 
image sensing unit respectively, wherein the exposure time based on the second program 
is set to be shorter than the exposure time based on the first program; 

selecting the second program in the case where the degree of correlation is lower 
than a predetermined level; and 

recording image data from said image sensing imit controlled based on the second 
program. 

12. (Currently Amended) A digital camera comprising: 
an image sensing unit for sensing a subject image; 

a resolution reducer for reducing image data of a frame sensed by said image 
sensing unit: 
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a detector for detecting a degree of correlation between reduced image data of a 
plurality of frames from said imag e s e nsing unit resolution reducer before shooting; 

a memory for storing a first program and a second program to control an aperture 
value of said image sensing unit respectively, wherein the aperture value based on the 
second program is set to be smaller higher than the aperture value based on the first 
program; 

a selector for selecting the second program in the case where the degree of 
correlation is lower higher than a predetermined level; and 

a recorder for recording image data from said image sensing unit controlled based 
on the second program. 

13. (Original) A digital camera according to claim 12, wherein said selector 
selects the first program in the case where the brightness of the subject is lower than a 
predetermined value. 

14. (Currently Amended) An exposure control method of a digital camera, 
comprising the steps of: 

sensing a subject image by an image sensing unit; 

reducing image data of a fi-ame sensed by said image sensing unit: 

detecting a degree of correlation between reduced image data of a plurality of 
frames from said image sensing unit before shooting; 

storing a first program and a second program to control an aperture value of said 
image sensing unit respectively, wherein the aperture value based on the second program 
is set to be small e r higher than the aperture value based on the first program; 

selecting the second program in the case where the degree of correlation is lower 
higher than a predetermined level; and 

recording image data from said image sensing unit controlled based on the second 
program. 
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